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Drummer Boy: A Civil War Story, for which Bearden also wrote the text. It will be
published by Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers in September.

Among the many private collectors lending to the National Gallery of Art exhibition
who knew Bearden personally are artist and art historian Professor David C.
Driskell and Mrs. Driskell; musician and educator Wynton Marsalis; and Marion B.
Javits, widow of the late Senator Jacob Javits.

The Artist

Romare Bearden was born in Charlotte, North Carolina, the seat of Mecklenburg
County, on September 2, 1911. About 1914, his family joined in the Great
Migration north, settling in New York City, which remained Bearden'’s base for the
rest of his life. He became a prolific artist whose works were exhibited throughout
the United States and Europe. He was also a respected writer and an eloquent
spokesman on artistic and social issues of the day. His many awards and honors
include the National Medal of Arts he received from President Ronald Reagan in
1987, one year before he died in 1988.

Related Activities, Catalogue, and Resources

A wide range of films, brochures, concerts, lectures, tours, and family and school
programs for all ages will be offered free of charge throughout the run of the
exhibition. A fully illustrated exhibition catalogue and other exhibition-related
books and items will be sold in the Gallery Shops and there will be special
restaurant offerings, including a weekend jazz brunch. The audio tour, which will
be available for rent, will feature Gallery director Powell, exhibition curator Ruth
Fine, David C. Driskell, and Wynton Marsalis. A video documentary on Bearden
produced by the Gallery will be shown continuously in a theater adjacent to the
exhibition in a ten-minute format; a 30-minute version will also be available for
viewing in the East Building auditorium and for sale in the Gallery Shops.
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For additional information please call or send inquiries to:

Press Office

National Gallery of Art

2000B South Club Drive Landover, MD 20785
phone: (202) 842-6353 email: pressinfo@ nga.go

Click here for detailed information on National Gallery location, heours, and policies.
If you are a member of the press and would like to be added to our press list, ¢lick here.

If you would like to subscribe to the Gallery's Web site newsletter, contact webnews @nga.qoy
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with the word "subscribe" in the subject field and you will be automatically signed up.
Your message must come from the e-mail account to which you want the newsletter
to be sent. If you decide to remove your name from future mailings, send an e-mail to
webnews @nga.gov with the word "unsubscribe” in the subject field.
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